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10 DOWNING STREET

PRIME MINISTER

This letter from Y.K. Pao

tells us that his new joint

T T
company with the Chinese have

just ordered four ships from

e e ¢ e
Austin & Pickersgill. At your

recent meeting with him, you

urged him to reconsider British
yvards - and maybe that had some
effect.

I attach a draft reply.

23 December 1980




10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER

Thank you very\much for gour letter

of 18 December.

I was, of course elighted to hear

that the new joint vepture company which

you have formed with/ th& Chinese have placed
an order for four cargo vessels from
—

Austin & Pickers Z G ) At U‘¢3

Sir Yue-Kong Pao,




!! &11‘ Yue_Kong PﬂO S EE BT WORLD-WIDE SHIPPING GROUP

20{21ST FLOORS, PRINCE'S BLDG.

HONG KONG
. TEL: H-242111

18th December, 1980.

The Rt. Hon. Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, MP
Prime Minister

No. 10 Downing Street

London S.W. 1

ENGLAND

D e Prio It

»

When you kindly received me at your office on 5th November,
you mentioned that British shipbuilders would probably be
able to offer competitive prices for newbuildings and that
you hope my Group would soon find it advantageous to place
orders with U.K. shipyards.

I am glad to inform you before my departure this evening

for my only brief holiday of the year that the joint venture
company my Group recently formed with the Chinese shipping
authorities has just reached agreement with Austin & Pickers-
gill Shipyard about an order for the construction of four
15,000 d.w.t. general cargo vessels. This no doubt marks a
timely resumption of relationship between my Group and U.K.
yards and, I hope, herald a closer association in the years
to come.

At present, we have a total of around sixty vessels on order
or under construction at yards in different parts of the world
and the two main reasons for our engaging in this intensive
newbuilding programme are firstly, my Group's constant need

to rejuvenate our fleet - replacing older vessels with new -
and, secondly, the rising general demand for medium size
vessels, particularly in the Asian region.

with the approach of the festive Season, may I send you my
cordial Greetings and the very best wishes.
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10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER

2;“_ (. Y&

I was very pleased to see you when

1st December, 1980

you were in London last month,

I am writing to say how very

grateful I am for your Support,”“*‘:l"’\-“ et v

‘{Yp~¢ofh£04 -

With my best wishes,

\tw ’7\1‘:

G prit

Sir Yue-Kong Pao, C,B.E., J.P.
Chairman,

Wworld Wide Shipping Agency Limited,
20th Floor, Prince's Building,

flong Kong
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20 November,1980

Thank you for your letter of 19 November
and for sending the identification plaque for
the present which was presented by Sir Yue-Kong
Pao to the Prime Minister.

Mrs Thatcher is absolutely delighted with

"Keying II" and has asked me to thank you for
taking the trouble to send the plaque.

Mrs Nancy Chu




MARINE NAVIGATION COMPANY LTD.

ncorporated (916

WORLD-WIDE HOUSE,
25. WORSHIFP STREET.,
LONDON, EC2A 2HU

TELEPHONE: D1 -838 0371
CABLES: WOSHIP LONDON EC2

TELEX BBB42S5S WOSHIP G
BA3C23I WOSBHIP G

19th November, 1980

Private Office of the Prime Minister
No. 10 Downing Street
London S.W.1l.

Dear Sirs,

Our Group Chairman, Sir Yue-Kong Pao presented the Prime
Minister a replica of the junk "Keying II" when the Prime Minister
kindly received him on the 5th November. Sir Yue-Kong has asked us
to forward the enclosed identification plaque for attaching onto the
black wooden pedestal of the junk within the glass case, and we would
be grateful if you could kindly pass this on to the Prime Minister on
our behalf.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.

Yours faithfully,

I\-_.."(- e

:n".l A (

I
(Mrs.) Nancy Chu
Secretary to Chairman

Registered in England No. 143618




= WORLD-WIDE SHIPPING GROUP
Sir Yue-Kong Paocee.iio.oe. SOET MODRE PRNCYS BLGO

HONG KONG
TEL: H-242111

11th November, 1980.

The Rt. Hon. Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, MP
Prime Minister

No. 10 Downing Street {9 , NENS (::>
London S.W. 1 Naral

ENGLAND
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Having returned to Hong Kong from my London trip, I hasten
to write to thank you sincerely for sparing so much time
to receive me in your office last Wednesday.

I greatly enjoyed our discussion on a wide range of topics
and am particularly grateful for the interest you showed
in shipping and the problems the industry faces. It was
gratifying to know that you and your Government share
INTERTANKO's firm commitment of the need for the main-
tenance of the present flexible pattern for maritime
trade. We in Hong Kong of course well understand and
fully support your views of the advantages of free enter-
prise and are convinced that this is the only system
capable of sustaining the world's healthy economic growth.

Let me thank you once again for giving me your valuable
time and I will look forward to future opportunities of
meeting you when I and my organization may again have
the benefit of your views.

With kindest regards,

7‘ [P /? o) u&u.»‘:.
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