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REFUSAL OF CUSTOMS FACILITIES AT WICK AIRPORT

Because of the possibility of political repercussions,. the
Prime Minister may like to be aware of the Chancellor’s
decision to support the Customs in their refusal to provide
facilities at Wick Airport for an air service to the Faroe ,
Islands, and the reasons for it.

The Civil Aviation Authority have licensed Air Ecosse to
run a service from Aberdeen to the Faroes calling in at Wick
twice a week on both the inward and outward flights. The
CAA act independently and does not have regard in it
decisions to the ability of HM Customs to provide ¥
at non-Customs eirports. W el rthis is an unsatisf
state of afteirs and the nomic Secretary is now writ
to the authority with a view mproving its awareness
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of the implicetions of 1 . procedures for Customs.
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The aircraft ' used on the propo service wou

a maximum cap ty of 12 passengers those boarding

leaving the ei ft at Wick might w be no more an

or three. Ind on some flights th could be no passengers
at all.

The Customs have to cover for the Home Office (Immigration)
at small ports and airports and "t is a Home ¥ fice
requirement that they should attend all flights to control
the movemsnt of non-UK residents. The Chancellor will be
this up with the Home Secretary. The aircraft will also
freight, thus involving Customs attendance to certify expo
or to provide clezrance for imported freight.

A recent .z2yner study on Customs attendance at ports and
airports .in which the Prime Minister has expressed a

particular interest) is still the subject of Ministerial
consultations. That study identified as an important
: sotential source of economy in Customs operations the, ;
7 11 Mrvqujgliminatlon of Customs attendance at ports and airports where




Customs officers cannot be fully employed because cof the
inadequate volume of traffic. Sir Derek Rayner himself
strongly supports this objective. To concede the claim for
Customs clearance at Wick would be directly contrary to
the conclusions of this study. The amount of time taken up
in providing Customs facilities would be out of all proportion
to the amount of work actually involved by the flightsy and
there would inevitably be a limit to the officer's ability
to fit in other work,
The provisicn of Custem -aff¥ in such circumstance
not competible with t ment requirement for
working methods in ic service. HM Customs

33 the campaign to reduce Ci
Service manpower. y hé.=2 already lost well over 2 ]
staff and they:are expected to make further reduction
pursuance of the April 1884 target.

Wick, there

d have been
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Had Customs not refused to prov
would have been repercussions elsewhe
o} £

extremely difficult for them € use concess

q
a number of other azirports demanding similar services some

of them with the prospect of handling much more <

)
t+han Wick. Furthermore it would have been made ev
difficult for the withdrawsl of uneconomic fTacilit
ports and airports whom z2lready have them.
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Rt. Hon. Iwnald Stewart M.P., P.C.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA OAA

28th April 1982

Mr. D.G. Pitt

Commissioner and Director of
Staffing (Outfield),

H.M. Customs and Excise,
King's Beam liouse,

Mark lane,

London. EC3R

Dear Mr. Pitt
CUSTOMS AND EXCISE POSTS IN CAITHNESS

It has come to my attention that H.}. Customs and Excise are in the
process of raking certain decisions which will have an important effect
on the economy and employment of the Caithness area.

Firstly, it appears that Air Ecosse have applied for a franchise to
operate a service from Wick to the Faeroes. The Danish Government have
given their approval, as have the Civil Aviation Authority in this
country. I understand however that H.M. Customs and Excise will not
provide Custass iacilities at the Wick airport which obviously scuppers
the intentions of Air Ecosse.

I would 1like to point out that a decision like this will have serious
repercussions on the development of the area, especially as there is
a likelihood of oilfield development to the west of the Shetlands in
future.

I would like to ask you if it is also the intention of H.M. Customs

to actually cut back on staffing in the Caithness area. If this is

the case I would certainly regard it as a retrograde step for the future
prosperity and development of the area and I believe that it would also
affect existing enployment. I hope that you will give consideration to
both these matters and clarify the position for me. - - ?

I look forward to your early reply,

Yours sincerely,

RT. LON. DONALD STEWART M.P., P.C.




