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INFO IMMEDIATE HONG KONG PERSONAL FOR GOVERNOR A3-C. /o.
YOUR TELSNOS 610, 611 AND 614 AND HONG KONG TELNO 1105:

FUTURE OF HONG KONG M—
% THANK YOU FOR YOUR AND THE GOVERNOR'S HELPFUL COMMENTS.

THESE TELEGRAMS WERE DISCUSSED WITH THE PRIME MINISTER TODAY.

i AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF CONTINUING NERVOUSNESS IN HONG

KONG, THE PRIME MINISTER SEES ADVANTAGE IN YOUR MAKING CONTACT

WITH THE CHINESE VERY SOON AND BEFORE THE GOVERNOR MAKES HIS

LEGCO SPEECH ON 6 OCTOBER. THIS WOULD ENABLE HIM TO SAY THAT

PRELIMINARY TALKS HAD BEGUN. YOU SHOULD THEREFORE TAKE EARLY

ACTION WITH THEWFE ES PROPOSED IN YOUR TELNO 611 AS AMENDZD BY

THE LAST SENTENCE OF PARAGRAPH 5 OF HONG KONG TELNO 1105.

3. AT YOUR FIRST CONTACT WITH ZHANG WENJIN, WE HOPE THAT YOU

WILL BE ABLE TO AVOID ACCEPTING ANY OTHER BASIS FOR THE TALKS
THAN THE AGREED STATEMENT, TO ENABLE US TO GET INTO TALXS OF
SUBSTANCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. YOU SHOULD TRY TO COMBINE
DISCUSSION OF THE MODALITIES WITH SOME PROPOSALS ON HOW THE

SUBSTANCE OF THE ISSUE MIQHT BE HANDLED. YOUR POINT ABOUT THE
NEED TO AVOID ACCEPTING ANY CHINFSF PRFCONDITION ON THE DISCUSSION
OF EOVEHEIGNTY IS FULLY TAKEN. YOU SHOULD REFER BACK FOR
INSTRUCTIONS IF THE CHINESE INSIST ON THIS, BUT IN ARGUING AGAINST
THEM YOU COULD TAKE THE LINE THAT THE AGREED STATEMENT HAS

ALREADY REFERRED TO THE RESPECTIVE POSITIONS OF BOTH SIDES AND
THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE TALKS IS THE COMMON AIM OF MAINTAINING
STABILITY AND PROSPERITY. THEREFORE, THE TALKS SHOULD CONCENTRATE
ON THE PRACTICAL PROBLEMS OF ADMINISTRATION AND ITS CONTINUITY.

s AGAINST THES BACKGROUND THE AIM FOR PUBLICITY ON THE FIRST
CONTACT SHOULD BE TO FOLLOW THE FORMULATION PROPOSED IN

/SENTENCES
.
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SENTENCES 3 AND 4 OF PARAGRAPH 4 OF YOUR TELNO 614,

5. ARISING FROM THE PRIME MINISTER'S MEETING, THE THINKING NOW
IS5 THAT ONCE THE PRELIMINARY TALKS HAVE ESTABLISHED THE FRAME-
WORK FOR THE DISCUSSIONS, THE GOVERNOR SHOULD PARTICI‘%TE AT

fﬁ% OPENIN@ TALK ON SUBSTANCE AND THAT HE SHOULD TAKE PART FROM
TIME TO TIME ACCOMPANIED BY EXPERTS FROM HONG KONG AS NECESSARY
(CHINESE AS WELL AS BRITISH). AS THE TALKS PROGRESS IT MAY BE
NECESSARY TO INVOLVE A MINISTER OR SPECIAL EMISSARY, BUT WE WILL
NEED TO SEE THE OUTCOME OF THE OPENING MOVES WITH THE CHINESE

BEFORE DECISIONS ARE TAKEN.
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