10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 16 November 1982

Call on the Prime Minister by Mrs. Jayakar

on Tuesday 16 November 1982

Mrs. Jayakar paid a brief call on the Prime Minister this
morning. She was accompanied by the Indian High Commissioner.

The conversation was mostly of a rather insubstantial
nature. But Mrs. Jayakar said that the Festival of India had
been a most rewarding experience. She was particularly pleased
that so many young Indians had come to this country and met
their counterparts. The educational programmes had been especially
rewarding. She was considering whether to commission a book on

the Festival to illustrate the fact that it had been a breakthrough
in communication between one country and another. There was no
better way of building bridges.

Mrs. Jayakar also referred to the fact that the Festival funds
were in surplus both in the United Kingdom and in India. She said
that she would be in touch with Mr. Swraj Paul and Sir Michael
Walker about possible uses for these funds. The Prime Minister
suggested that ways should be found of building on the success of
the Festival. It would be a great pity if there was no follow up
activity.

Mrs. Jayakar thanked the Prime Minister warmly for her own
interest in the Festival. Mrs. Thatcher asked her to convey her
warm regards to Mrs. Gandhi and said how much she had enjoyed
entertaining Rajiv Gandhi at lunch yesterday.

John Holmes, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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