10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary

SIR ROBERT ARMSTRONG

DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN
MR GEOFFREY SLOAN AND MR CLIVE ABBOTT

I have shown the Prime Minister your minute of
11 November (A082/0077), and Mr Gow has also let me have
his comments on it.

The Prime Minister would be content that you should
write to Mr Enoch Powell in the terms of the short draft attached
to your minute offering to send him the note of the meeting, on
a Privy Counsellor basis, but proposing that it should be shown
to Mr Molyneaux only.

As regards the note of the meeting itself, the Prime
Minister has queried Mr Powell's reference to the communique
of a meeting held on 7 October 1979. There was a meeting
held on 5 October 1979 between British Ministers and Ministers
of the Irish Republic, but it did not contain a paragraph 8
or the words which Mr Powell is recorded as quoting from it.
Mr Gow's recollection is that Mr Powell was not purporting
to quote verbatim from the communique at his meeting with
you.

On the second letter to Mr Powell attached to your minute,
the Prime Minister has commented that she would be content
to stick to the factual statement at the beginning of the
last sentence of paragraph 7 that "Ministers have not entered
into any such agreements or understandings'", but would
prefer to delete the expression of opinion in the latter part
of that sentence. The latter part of the sentence of course
goes to the heart of Mr Powell's allegations, and you will
no doubt want to consider this point further.

In paragraph 8 of the draft letter, the Prime Minister
would prefer that the last complete sentence on page 8, ending
with the words

"relevant considerations"

should be deleted.




In paragraph nine, Mr Gow has commented that the
middle sentence - '"The proposal was not made for the purpose
of providing a Northern Ireland component for some Anglo-
Irish inter-Parliamentary body'" is a dangerous one, since
Mr Powell may be able to refer to statements that this was
at least one of the Assembly's advantages. Mr Gow has
suggested deleting the last two sentences of that paragraph
and substituting

"So far as any Anglo-Irish body at Parliamentary
level is concerned, the Prime Minister and the
Secretary of State have made clear that it will
be up to the two Parliaments concerned to decide
about this; and if such a body is set up, the
Assembly itself will have to decide (in agreement
with the two Parliaments) to what extent it wishes
to participate.

I understand that the Northern Ireland Office will also
be letting you have some comments. When you have been able to
consider these, I suggest that you might let me have again the
note for the record and the second draft letter to Mr Powell,
with any revisions and any points you want to make in response
to the Prime Minister's comments.

I am copying this minute to John Lyon (Northern Ireland
Office).

(zer.

17 November 1982




SECRET

Robin Butler

MR ENOCH POWELL - NORTHERN IRELAND

I have now had an opportunity of considering
carefully Sir Robert Armstrong's Minute dated
11th November 1982, addressed to you, which
you submitted to the Prime Minister on the

following date.
I have no comments to make on the shorter of the
two draft letters which Sir Robert proposes

to send to Mr Powell.

I have the following comments on the "Draft Note for
the Record":-

(a) Page 3, Paragraph 1

(i) The meeting to which reference is made
took place on 5th October 1979 (not T7th
October 1979).

This meeting was attended by the then

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland,
TLISH : O

the then pepmesentetitvye Ministers for

Foreign Affairs and Justice, the Chiefl

Constable of the RUC, and the Commissioner

of the Garda.

The final sentence of paragraph 5 (not 8)
of the Communique is as follows:-
"The Trish Ministers emphasised the

importance of an early initiative leading




to acceptable political institutions
which both sections of the Community
in Northern Ireland could support and
sustain".

My own recollection is that Mr Powell
did not purport to quote verbatim from
the Communique, of which I attach a

copy .
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agraph 7.
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(c) Page 9, Paragraph 9

(i) The sentence:-
"The proposal"” (ie. for an Assembly in
Northern Ireland) "was not made for the
purpose of providing a Northern Ireland
component for some Anglo-Irish inter-
Parliamentary body." is dangerous and
should be deleted.

Paragraph 8 of the Communique issued

following the meeting between the Prime

e y "
Minister and the Taolseach agreed that

it would be for the Parliament§ concerned
to consider at the appropriate time
whether there should be an Anglo-Irish
body at Parliamentary level comprising
members to be drawn from the British and
Irish Parliamentf, the European Parliament,
and any elected Assembly that may be

established for Northern Ireland".

Paragraph 23 of the Secretary of State's
White Paper presented to Parliament in April
1982 (Command 8541) contains the following
sentence:-

"It is now for the Parliaments concerned
to consider whether Governmental meetings
of the Council should be compl@mented by
an Anglo-Irish body at Parliamentary level
in which members of the Parliaments of

the United Kingdom and the Republic of
Ireland could take part. The Government
would expect the arrangements to enable
members of the Northern Ireland Assembly

to participate if they so wished."




More recently, Lord Gowrie has referred
to the virtue of the Northern Ireland
Act 1982, in that it will enable a
Northern Ireland input into the proposed
"Anglo-Irish body at Parliamentary level"
the Secretary of State to suggest
this sentence. I suggest that
sentence is deleted, the final sentence

that paragraph should read:-’

\nglo-Irish body at Parliamentary
Prime Minister and the
State have made clear that it will be
the two Parliaments concerned to decide
this; and if such a body is set up, the
tself will have to decide (in agreement
Parliaments) to what extent it

yarticipate."
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TAN GOW
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