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TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 658 OF 10 MAY 1983

INFO PRIORITY PEKING (PERSONAL FOR AMBASSADOR)_

PEKING TELSNOS 416 TO 418: FUTURE OF HONG KONG

1. | HAVE TOLD SIR S.Y. CHUNG AND OTHER EXCO UNOFF ICIALS THAT THE
REPLY TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S MESSAGE WAS DELIVERED YESTERDAY
AFTERNOOK. AT TOMORROW'S MEETING OF EXCO | PROPOSE TO GIVE THEM

A SUMMARY OF THE REPLY AND_TO SAY THAT | WOULD EXPECT TO RECEIVE
INSTRUCT IONS TO SHOW THEM THE TEXT AS SGON AS A PROPER TRAHSLATION
ﬁKE-EEEE—;EEPAREE AND THE PRIME MINISTER HAD HAD AN OPPORTUNITY
TO STUDY IT.
L —

2. MEMBERS ARE BOUND TO ASK ABOUT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE REPLY
AND THE PROSPECTS FOR GETTING SUBSTANTIVE TALKS STARTED SOON. I[N
GIVING A PRELIMINARY VIEW | PROPOSE TO DRAW ON PEKING TELNO 418
BUT TO STRESS THAT A FULL ASSESSMENT WOULD HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL vHE
MESSAGE HAD BEEN STUDIED IN LONDON.
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