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BEAR MARGARET,

THANK yOu FOR YOUR MESSAGE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON SAYING THAT YOu

wILL REDEPLOY yOuP MNE CONTINGENT TO SHIPS IN THE NExT TwENTy—

FOUR HOURS. IN SPiTE OF My EARLIER MESSAGE TO yOu i HAD TO GO

PUBLIC wITH OuR OWN PLANS LAST NIGHT, IN PART To PREEMPT A NEwS

LtAK ON THE PLAN WHICH ALL THE NETwORKS wOuLD HAVE CARRIED iN THE

EVENING NEWS.

i DO UNDERSTAND wHy YOu FELT yOu HAD To MAKE YOUR DECISION ON
REDEpLoymENT BuT i HOPE THAT yOu WILL BE ABLE TO DEFER AN

ANNouCEmENT oN A PERMANENT wiTHDRAwAL UNTIL wE HAVE ALL HAD AN

OPPORTUNITY TO DIGEST THE EVENTS OF THE FAST 72 HOURS AND CONSULT

FuTHER ABOUT OUR MuTuAL PLANS.

TODAY THE SITUATION REMAINS VERY TENSE. SYRIAN CONTROLLED

ARTiLLERy AND ROCKETS HAVE CONTINUED TO SHELL THROUGHOUT THE DAy,

iNCLuDiNG ONE DIRECT HiT ON OuR AmBAssADops RESIDENCE AND OvER

20 122mM ROCKETS LANDING WITHIN 100-200 METERS. wE HAVE RETURNED

FIRE AGAINST SYRIAN CONTROLLED AREAS AND THE NEw JERSEY HAs BEEN

IN ACTION. WE HAVE ASKED OuR AMBASSADOR IN DAMASCUS TO EXPLAIN

OuR NEw POLICY TO THE SYRIANS AND TELL THEm To sTop FIRING INTO

EAST BEIRUT FROM THE METN.

THESE HAVE NOT BEEN EASy DECISIONS FOR ME TO MAKE SINCE 1 HAVE A

DEEP DISTRUST OF THE SYRiANS IN ALL THiS BUSINESS. HOwEvEr, THE

mOST IMPORTANT THING iS THAT wE DO wHATEVER wE CAN TO GIVE

LEBANON A CHANCE TO REMAIN A SOVEREIGN, C\IDEPENDENT STATE. FOP

THIS END wE MUST BE PREPARED TO BE RESOLUTE DuT REASONABLE IN

OONSIDEPiNG THE INEviTABLE COMPROMISES wHICH WILL HAVE To BE

MADE.

ON A mORE OPTIMISTIC NOTE, KING HUSSEIN AND PRESIDENT MUBARAK wiLL

BOTH BE IN wASHINGTON AT THE sAmE TiME NEXT wEEK. BOTH HAVE

ACCEPTED AN INVITATION TO A JOINT MEETING AND LUNCHEON wiTH ME.

THIS wILL BE A GOOD OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS MANY ISSuES FUT, MORE

iPOPTANTLy TO HELP BUILD uP THE moDERATE ARAB COALITION SO

NECESSARY To CHALLENGE SYRIA, Lin/A AND IRAN.
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