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MY TELEGRAM NUMBER 426

1. 1 TELEPHONED EAGLEBURGER AT 23307 THIS EVENING AFTER

THE PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT (TEXT IN MY IFT) #AD BEEW ISSUED TO ASK
HIM WHERE WE WENT FROM HERE. HE ANSWERED ''FRAHKLY, b DO WOT KiOw''.
HE HAD SEEN A COPY OF THE PRIME MiﬁiSTER'“ MESSAGE TU THE PRESIDENT
BUT DID NOT REACT TO IT« I SAID THAT IT APPEARED AS IF GEMAYEL HAD
_LOST HIS GOVERHMENT AHD THAT THE LEBANESE ARMY HAD DIS—INTEGRATED.
HE SAID '"'SPEAKING PERSONALLY, I AGREE''., :\ HAVE NEVER KNOWN
EAGLEBURGER SOUND SO UTTERLY WEARY AND DEJECTED.




2. | SAID THAT THE PRIE MIWLSTER QULD NO DOUBT HAVE TO

MAKE A STATEMENT IN THE HOUSE OF COMHONS TOMORROW, AND THAT 1T
WOULD BE USEFUL 4F, BEFORE SHE DID SO, WE COULD HAVE AW INDICATION
OF  THE .WAY .THE ADMINISTRATION WAS PROPUSING TO REACT TO THE NEW
SITUATION. EAGLEBURGER SAID THAT HE QUITE UNDERSTGOD THAT. THE
NEXT STEP WOULD BE A MEETING AT THE WHITE HOUSE LATER THIS EVENING
TO HEAR FROM WEINBERGER HIS PLANS FUR. THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE

US MARINES TO THEIR SHIPS. HE WOULD LET US KNOW WHEN THERE 1S
SOMETHING TO SAY. ik

—

3. COMMENT. AT THE BEST OF TINMES, THIS TGWN 1S NOT NOTED FUR
ITS- COHERENCE, BUT | HAVE NEVER KNOWN IT 1N SUCH DISARRAY AS AT
PRESENT. PEOPLE SEEM TO HAVE RUN OUT OF IDEAS AND TO BE AT THE
END OF THEIR TETHER. THE PRESIDENT 1S. AN CALIFORNIA. THE
SECRETARY OF STATE IS IN GRENADA. KO DOUBT NORMAL AMER ICAW
RESILIENCE WILL RE-ASSERT ITSELF BEFURE TOO LONG. BUT 1T LOOKS
AS IF THE MOST THEY CAN HOPE FOR AT THE MOMENT 1S TO WITHDRAW

THE MARINES FROM BEIRUT wWiITH AS FEW CASUALTIES AS POSSIBLE ARD

%RY TO USE THE FIRE POWER BE%‘SHGRE TO SEE wWHAT CAN BE PUT I8N PLACE
INSTEAD OF GEMAYEL WITHOUT HANDIRG TUD COMPLETE A YICTORY TO THE
SYRIANS. MEANWHILE IF WE HAVE ADEAS OF. GUR OWN ABOUT THE WwAY
FORWARD NOW 1S THE TIME TO FEED THEHM 1.
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