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AN"" PRIORITY TO DAAASCUS

1. I TELEPHj ED EAGLE  UkGEii  AT 233 Z THIS EYE di  i G AFTER

THE PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT (TEXT Y 1FT) HAD BEE-4 ISSUED TO ASK

l ; crtc WE WENT FROH HERE.  HE  A` Er E ''FRA iKLY,  I  DO NOT KNOW'' .

HE  HAD  SEEN A COPY OF THE PRIME M I;4I STER'S MESSAGE TO THE PRESID NT

BUT DID NOT REACT TO IT. I SAID THAT IT APPEARED AS IF GEMAYEL HAD

LOST HIS GOVERNMENT AND THAT THE LEBANESE ARMY HAD DIS-I.3 TEGRATED.

*;E SAID "SPEAKING PERSONALLY, I AGREE''. I HAVE NEVER K+1i3tsr

E. SLEiaUUR'GE:c SOUND SO UTTERLY TEARY A;vD D JECTED.
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2. f SA I i Th AT  THE  PR t ;,I L_ ; I } t STEM .OuLB J uOU  3T HAVL TO

V AKE A STATEMENT IN THE HOUSE OF CG ifi0tNS TOMORROW, ARD THAT IT

WOULD DE USEFUL IF, BEFORE SHE DID SO, WE  COULD  HAVE AN I ii i GAT I ON

OF  THE-WAY THE ADMINISTRATION VIA" PROPUSI; G TO REACT TO THE  NEW

SITUATION. EAGLEDURGER SAID THAT HE QUITE UNDERSTOOD THAT. THE

NEXT STEP WOULD BE A MEETING AT. THE WHITE HOUSE LATER THIS EVE i 14u

TO h AR FROM UE I NBERGER HIS PLATS PUR .THE REDEPLOY TENT OF Trio

US MARINES TO THE-I R  SHIPS-  HE WOULD LET US KNOW WHEN THERE  .115

SU .METH tG TO SAY.

3. CU VV1ENT. AT THE BEST  OF T 1 -;ES,  THIS  Tor IS  NOT NOTED FUR
ITS COHERENCE,  BUT I HAVE  NEVER KNOWN IT IN  SUCH DISARRAY AS AT

PRESE +NT. PEOPLE SEEM TO HAVE RUN OUT OF  IDEAS  AND TO  BE AT THE

END THEIR  TETHER.  THE  PRESIDENT  IS  IN . CAL IFORNIA.. THE

SECRETARY OF STATE I S I N GRENADA. NO DOUBT NORMAL AMERICAN

RESILIENCE WILL RE-ASSERT ITSELF BEi JRE TOO LONG. BUT IT LOOKS

AS IF THE MOST THEY CAN HOSE FOR AT THE MOMENT IS TO WITHDRAW

THE MARINES FROM BEIRUT WITH AS FEW CASUALTIES AS POSSIBLE ADD

TRY TO USE THE FIRE POWER OFF-SHORE. Ti) SEE WHAT CAN BE PUT IN PLACE

INSTEAD Or GEMMAYEL W ITH; UUT t'i: r t S l OJ CJ+=I?LETE A VICTORY TO THE

SYRIANS. KMEANi H ILE IF WE HAVE IDEAS OF . OUR Oriel.  A OUT THE WAY

FORWARD NOW  IS  THE TIi E TO FEEL) THEi  I.
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