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1.  AGENCY REPORTS OF PRESIDENT 4ITTERRAND'S STATEMENT IN THE HAGUE

THAT FRANCE IS MAKING FRESH MOVES  AT THE UN TO ALLOW THE REPLACEMENT

OF THE MNF IN LEBANON WITH UN TROOPS AND THAT SUCH MOVES HAVE BEEN

UNDER WAY  "IN  THE LAST FEW  HOURS" HAVE CAUSED MUCH INTEREST HERE.

UNDER SECRETARY GENERAL URQUHART ASKED US THIS EVENING WHETHER WE

COULD  EXPLAIN  WHAT LAY BEHIND IT. WE QUOTED TO HIM FROM PARIS

TELRO  149.  URQtJHART SAID THAT NEITHER HE NCR THE SECRETARY GENERAL

MULTINATIONAL FORCE
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H J HEAF'h t+?.YTH I YG FVC}4 TiAE  F R E  L#t 1HOOiIGO.  Att<; ASSADOR DE NANTE J IL

-Y I : dot= EREZ DE CUELLAR TOMORROW,  8  FEBRUARY.

2, URQUHART  SAID  THAT HE WAS  ANXIOUS  TO PROTECT PEREZ DE CUELLAR,

WHOSE 'INSTINCT WAS TO TRY TO BE ORL tC ING, FROM  BEING  CAUGHT BY

'S ME '-f- ;3 'RAP;STA D R t' Y T i-t E E RE,CH . I PR E S., E .. E: ` T C 1 t C L jM STABCE.: L.Y N  S  til

BEIRUT THERE WAS NO  QUESTION  OF THE  INSERTION  OF A UN FORCE. - NOT

ONLY WAS IT 'CURTFUL THAT THERE  WAS ANY LO1tGER A COHSTITUT IONAL

AUTHORITY OF SUFFICIENT WEIGHT TO INVITE THE UN IN, BUT TROOP

CONTRIBUTORS WOULE BE UNWILLING TO RISK THE LIVES OF THEtR_.MEN.

(OF THE CONTRIBUTORS TO UNIFIL HE THOUGHT THAT ONLY THE FIJIANS.

MIGHT BE PREPARED TO VOLUNTEER I,  I N H t-S VIEW THE MOST USEFUL

DIPLOMATIC 14OVE THAT FRENCH COULD MAKE WOULD BE TO PROVIDE A

FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH  THE  AMERICAN'S COUL!' TALK TO THERUSSIANS. UROUHART.SIA; THAT PEREZ DE CUELLAR HAD  CALLED IN THE :RUSSIAN

AMBASSADOR TO DISCUSS THE  SITUATION.  TROYANOVSKYHAD BEEN EVASIVE

WITHOUT BEING TOTALLY NEGATIVE. HE HAD CLAIMED IGNORANCE OF ANY

FRENCH INITIATIVE.

4, THE FRENCH MISSION HERE TELL US THAT THEIR INFORMATION IS

CONFINED TO AGENCY REPORTS, THAT THEY HAVE NO  INSTRUCTIONS  AND THAT

LE NAt1TE'J IL CHECKED THE REPORTS  WITH  THE QUA I BUT OBTAINED NO

CLARIFICATION,

5. PEREZ DE CUELLAR ISSUED A SHORT STATEMENT TODAY EXPRESSING HIS

DEEP ANXIETY ABOUT THE SITUATION BUT MAKING CLEAR THAT THE UN WAS

NOT DIRECTLY  INVOLVED,  URQUHART  REMAINS  OF THE VIEW THAT THERE I S

MOTH I? G THE U%  CAN  DI AT PRESENT ''TO REDEEM THIS TRIBAL MESS"'.
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