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MY TELNO 1263 LEBANON

1. AGERCY REPORTS OF PRESIDENT MITTERRAND'S STATEMENT IN THE HAGUE
THAT FRANCE ‘IS MAKAING FRESH MOVES AT THE UN TO ALLOW THE REPLACEMENT
OF THE MNF [N LEBANON WITH UN TROOPS AND THAT SUCH MOVES HAVE BEEN
UNDER WAY *'"IN THE LAST FEW HOURS'' HAVE CAUSED MUCH INTERESY HERE,
UNDER SECRETARY GENERAL URQUMART ASKED US THIS EVENING WHETHER WE
COULD EXPLAIN WHAT LAY BEHI®D IT. WE QUOTED TO HiM FRCM PARIS

TELNO 149. URQUHART SAID THAT NEFTHER HE NGR THE SECRETARY GENERAL
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HAD HEARD ANYTHING FROM THE FRENCH THOUGM AMBASSADOR DE NANTEUIL
W ASTCALE 18 ORTPEREZ DE CUELLAR TOMORROW, 8 FEBRUARY.

2, _URQUHART SAID THAT HE wAS ANXIOUS TO PROTECT PEREZ DE CUELLAR,
WHOSE “INSTINCT WAS TO TRY TO BE OBLIGING, FROM BEING CAUGHT BY

SOME "*GRANDSTAND PLOY'* BY THE FRENCH, (N PRESENT' CIRCUMSTANCES <IN
BEIRUT THERE WAS NO QUESTION OF THE ANSERTION OF A UN FORCE. NOT
OKLY WAS T DOUBTFUL THAT THERE WAS ANY LONGER A COWSTITUTIONAL
AUTHORITY OF SUFFICIENT WEIGHT TD ‘INVITE THE UN 1IN, BUT TROOP
CORTRIBUTORS: WOUL D BE WWILLING  TO RISK THE LIVES: OF THEIR.MER

(OF THE CONTRIBUTORS TO UNIFIL HE THOUGHT THAT ONLY THE FIJIANS'
MIGHT BE PREPARED TO VOLUNTEER). IN HIS VIEW THE MOST USEFUL
DIPLOMATIC MOVE THAT FRENCH COULD MAKE wOULD BE TO PROVIDE A
FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH THE AMERICANS COULD TALK TO THE RUSSIANS.
3, UROUMART SIAD THAT PEREZ DE' CUELLAR HAD CALLED [N THE RUSSIAN
AMBASSADOR TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION, TROYANOVSKY HAD BEEN EVASIVE
WITHOUT BEING TOTALLY NEGATIVE. HE HAD CLAIMED IGNORANCE OF Any
FRENCH IRITIATIVE,

k, THE FRENCH MISSION HERE TELL US THAT THEIR INFORMATION IS
CONFINED TO AGENCY REPORTS, THAT THEY HAVE KO INSTRUCTIONS AND THAT
DE NANTEUIL CHECKED THE REPORTS wiTH THE QUAL BUT OBTAINED NO
CLARIFICATION, i |

5, PEREZ DE CUELLAR 1SSUED A SHORT STATEMENT TODAY EXPRESSING HIS
DEEP ANXJETY ABOUT THE SITUATION BUT MAKING CLEAR THAT THE UN WAS
NOT DIRECTLY ‘INVOLVED. URQUHART REMAINS OF THE VIEW THAT THERE 1S
NOTHING THE UM CAN DD AT PRESENT ''TO REDEEM THIS TRIBAL MESS''.
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