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MESSAGE FF,OM TuE PRIME MINISTER TO PRESIDENT REAGAN

DEAR RON,

I KNOu THAT YOu SHARE FY CONCERN ABOUT THE IFAN/IPAC liAR
AND THE DANCER THAT THE SITuATION COULD SUDDENLY DETERIORATE,
'uITH FOSSIDLY GRAVE CONSEQUENCES FOP ,i/ESTERN INTERESTS.

OUP PEOPLE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH u ITH YOURS ADOuT CONTIRGENCY
PLANNIG. AS A PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION OF OUR CONCERN, AND IN
RESPONSE TO A REGuEST FROM YOuP SIDE, WE HAVE DECIDED TO
ADVANCE THE STATE OF READINESS OF A MINE COUNTER-MEASURES
FORCE v;ITH A vIE,;! TO DEPLOYING IT TO THE MEDITERRANEAN.

UE SHALL NOT GIVE PUBLICITY TO THIS DECISION. IF IT
LEAKS ',;IE SHALL MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THE PuFPOSE IS SOLELY PRUDENT
CONTINGENCY PLANNING. IT IS OBVIOUSLY IMPORTANT TO AVOID
GIVING EITHER (PAO OF IRAN THE IMPRESSION THAT :frE EXPECT AN
ESCALATION I. THE FIGHTING. TO DO SO ',.fOULD ONLY ADD TO THE
TENSION IN THE AREA AND ,UOuLD PLAY INTO THE HANDS OF KHOMEINI
UHO COULD uSE IT TO JUSTIFY HIS Q;JU EXTREME ACTIONS.

:!-E DO NOT PLAN TO MAKE ANY DECISION NOU ABOUT THE
DISPOSITIONS OF OuR "ARMILLA" PATROL IN THE ARABIAN SEA.
NAVAL MOVEMENTS ALREADY PLANNED FOP THE COMING UEEKS ViILLIN
i,NY CASE GIVE uS AN ENHANCED PRESENCE IN THE AREA AT CEPTAIN
TIC

THERE IS A FURTHER VERY IMPORTANT POINT. I BELIEVE HE
SHOULD uSE THE TIME AVAILABLE TO REACH viITH YOu A CLEAR POLITICAL
UNDERSTANDING ABOUT THE OBJECTIVES OF ANY uESTERN INTERVENTION

NAY BECOME NECESSARY IN THE GULF, THE RANCE OF
SITUATIONS OH CH COULD DEVELOP AND THE POLITICAL AND
MILITARY ACTION wHICH NICHT DE APPROPRIATE IN THOSE SITUATIONS.
;JE 'i:OuLD NEED SUCH AN UNDERSTANDING IF HE HAD TO CONSIDER
FURTHER COMMITMENTS.

IF YOU AGREE, I SHOULD LIKE TO SEND A SMALL TEAF TO
'v;ASHINGTON FOP THIS PURPOSE IN THE NEXT FEu DAYS, LED EY
RICHARD LUCE.

'vjTH BEST
YOURS EVER
MARGARET
ET


