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Dear Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher,

As you will know, the terms of office of the members of the

Commission of the European Communities expire on 5 January 1985.

The Danish Government has decided to nominate Mr. Henning

Christophersen, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance,

as candidate for the Post as president of the new Commission.

Mr. Henning Christophersen was Minister for Foreign Affairs

from 1978 to 1979, and has been Minister for Finance and Deputy

Prime Minister in my government since 1982. He has been a Liber-

al Member of the Folketing (parliament) since 1971 and, since

1977, Chairman of the Liberal Party.

As Denmark's foreign minister as well as within the Federa-

tion of Liberal and Democratic parties in the European Communi-

ties, Mr. Christophersen has been committed to and played an

active role in the European cooperation. During the Danish

EC presidency in the second half of 1982, he presided over

the Council in various compositions.

The Danish Government considers that Mr. Christophersen

is extremely well qualified, both politically and professional-

ly, to discharge the duties entrusted to the president of the

Commission.

I enclose for your information the curriculum vitae of

Mr. Henning Christophersen.
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As you will know, Denmark is one of the few Member

States of the European Communities which have not yet held

the Commission presidency.

The Danish Government's decision to nominate Mr. Henning

Christophersen for the presidency is a manifestation of the

weight we attach to that post and of our wish to preserve the

Commission as a politically important institution with the

aim of advancing the development of the European Communities.

I should be gratified to have your Government's support

for Mr. Henning Christophersen's candidature.

Enclosed: CURRICULUM VITAE of Mr. Henning Christophersen

Mrs. Margaret Thatcher

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland



CURRICULUM VITAE

Henning Christophersen, born 8. November 1939 in

Copenhagen. Married to Jytte Christophersen. 3 children.

Graduated in economics from Copenhagen University,

1965.

Head of the economic division of the Danish Federation

of Crafts and Smaller industries, 1965-70.

Economics reporter for the periodical NB 1970-1971 and

for the weekly newspaper WEEKENDAVISEN 1971-1978.

Elected to the Folketing (parliament) 1971.

Member of the parliamentary finance committee

1972-1976, vice-chairman 1975.

Political spokesman of the Liberal MPs 1973-1978.

Chairman of the parliamentary foreign affairs committee

1979-1981.

Member of the Nordic Council 1981-1982.

National auditor 1976-1978.

Vice-chairman of the national organisation of the

Liberal Party 1972.

Acting national chairman of the Liberal Party 1977

and chairman 1978.
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Minister for Foreign Affairs in the Anker JOrgensen

Cabinet III 1978-1979.

Chairman of the Liberal Party parliamentary group

1979-1982.

Minister for Finance and Deputy Prime Minister in

the Poul SchlUter Cabinet since 1982.

Chairman of the ECO/FIN-Council during the Danish EC

presidency in the second half of 1982.

Author of books and articles on political and economic

subjects.


