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A [Unofficial translation]

, [To : The Rt Hon Mrs M H Thatcher]

Dear Madam and dear friend,

My visit to London is a sweet memory for me. Our meeting was

a meeting between old friends when protocol was set aside. I am

myself opposed to protocol. We met on grounds of friendship.

Friendship, in my opinion, has a great value, particularly in

politics. I shall never forget the words engraved with a pin

by Anne Boleyn on a wall of her cell in the Tower of London on

the eve of her execution: 'Nothing is more precious than a friend'.

Our meeting, dear Madam, was followed with great interest

by my fellow countrymen who love England so much.

A group of Italian admirers therefore wished, with great

simplicity, to show that appreciation to you (and incidentally to

me) by means of this simple present. Perhaps this will make some

of your compatriots smile! You too may smile, dear Madam, with some

pleasure at this genuine expression of affection.

Please accept, dear Madam, my best wishes with this expression

of friendship.

Yours,

(Signed) Sandro Pertini


