Classification and Cavests

CONFIDENTIAL  23.6 81 PRIORITY

EEnE

Sl e s e e S e Sl
O 00 s AR N N o es e D 100 e | O

o C G 5 %
M

1. following. is the text of the Prime Minister's reply to

Iric ; : R ——— o
Ops maily PRIME MINISTER'S

GRS

CONFIDENTIAL X PERSONAL MESSAGE
Sy g:irb\fﬁn"‘ S SERIAL NoTTHYA/SH.

FM FCO

TO PRIORITY DAKAR

TELEGRAM NUMBER

REI PRIORITY CAPE TOWN, UKMIS NEW YORI, LUANDA, LUSAKA, WASHINGTON

MIPT: NAMIBIA ’

President Diouf: BEGINS: Thank you for your letter of 29 May
about Namibia. It was good of you to convey your thinking to me.
1 look forward to discussing this further_wifh-you during your
visit here at the end of July.

As you recognise in your letter, the United Kingdom, together
with her Contact Group partners, has been deeply involved in the
question of Namibia for the best part of a decade. We believe
South Africa should have left the territory long ago so that the
people of Namibia could enjoy the independence which has been
denied them for too long. The independence Plan we negotiated
Wwith all of the parties in 1978 and which was endorsed by
SCR 435 provides an excellent framework for the pecple to make
their own choice about their future. We therefore continue to

devote our best efforts to achieving early implementation of
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1 €<
2] SCR %50 .
3 As you will know, 1 met the South apfrican prime Minister in
4! the United Kingdom on 2 June. 1 took the opportunityrthen to
El fmpress o0 him the United Kingdom's firm commitment to a Namibia
6 settlement. Mr Botha gave me the impression of being personaLLy
commwtted to Namibian independencé as i But he
also stressed the importance to South Af
arrangement on the withdrawat of Cuban forces from Angola,
10| he did not pelieve that fair and free- elections could take place
11| in Namibia while they gere stitt there. I explained that, while
1201 pelieved foreign forces should be withdrawn from the countries
13| of Southern Africa (including South African forces from Angola)
14| we could not accept anYy formal Link petween the withdrawal of
15! cuban forces and a Namibia settlement, for which SCR 435 provides

16\an ﬁnternatﬁonaLLy acceptabte-basis.

17\ Although gifficult ﬁssues,especwalLy the Cuban problem,

18‘remain, 1 am encouraged by recent deveLopments. In partwcutar
19} the agreement reached in mid-February for the disengagement of
QOXSouth African troops from -southern Angola was 2an important steP
211forward. -The w1thdrawaL of South African troops 1s now well
22‘advanced, and 1 believe the completion of this process will
931catisfy @ legitimate Angolan security concern and constitute

24| an indﬁspensible first step towards @ Namibia cettlement. 1 hope
25iwe can all work 1O puild on thils beginning-

26 May. 1 assure Yyod, Mr President, that we, for our part, will
27| continue our efforts in close cooperation with our partners in
28|lthe Contact Group 2an nd-with our many friends in the region. ENDS.
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