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Unity,
countries of Afrlca and the famine whlch has
many of them. For as you know, the desperate
Ethiopia is unfortunately not unique. People
imminent danger of death also in countries such
Mali, Chad, Sudan, Somalia; and conditions are gett
in other countries of the Sahel Region.
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Let me say at the outset that I myself,
my colleagues at the 0.A.U. Summit Meeting in Addis
express great appreciation of the swift and generous
of the British people when they became aware of t
conditions of starvation and deprivation which have hit

people of Ethiopia. We were also aware of the assistance
given and promised by your Government and others, both to
Ethiopia and to other African countries; we do appreciate it.

Our Meeting recognised three facts in connection
with drought in Africa. Firstly, that the primary
responsibility for preventing famine, and if it occurs for
dealing with it, rests with Africa itself. Secondly, that our
own resources are inadequate to meet either the emergency or
the medium and long term requirements of relief and future
prevention work. And thirdly, that the food shortages will be
with us until at least the 1986 harvest even if the rains are
good this year and next. The other economic and social
effects of the current drought will take even longer to
overcome.

Individual African states have already embarked
upon structural adjustment programmes to meet that underlying
economic crisis which weakens still further the capacity of our
poor nations to deal with disasters of this nature. Our
Meeting had a long and serious discussion about how we could
cooperate to promote this necessary reorganisation through
greater cooperation among ourselves. Among other things, we
decided that the next Summit Meeting would be devoted to
economic matters.

The Summit Meeting also decided to establish &
Special Emergency Assxs ance Fund for Drought and Famine in
Africa. Algeria promised ten million U.S. Dollars for this
Fund, and we have reason to hope that a similar amount will be
contributed by Libya. It was agreed that the other nations
represented at the Meeting will contribute whatever they can.
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I take this opportunity
greetings and good wishes to you.

to send my personal

Yours sincerely,




