
titahl-6(
ateck. Oomettohet

Ytrth-utt The:cher,
ZD Lownia:

Dear 1,"nrs. Chateher, -ftf2 k151gtt .
I :mg to you sn this cat,esish in

capacity as current Chairman of the Cf::anise:ion of Afrioan
Unity, and s h ect is the Drought which has affected 36
countries of Africa and the famine which has folloged in so
many of them. For as you know, the desperate situation in
Ithiogie is unfortunately not unigue. f7)eole are dying or in
imminent danger of death also in countries such es -:ssaafoic:e,

c;a ting
in other countries of the Sahel 72.egion.

Let me saw at the cmitset that I mv .ralf,and all
my colleagues at the C.A.U. Se=it Y=ezing in Addie Ahapa,
express great aer.reciarion of the LY.:ift and oeneroes respanse
of the 1=,ritish Imeep-pl= when thev begame eware of rhe +-=rrib'e
conditions of starvation and deorivation which have hit 7he
people of Ethiopia. We were also aware of the assistance
siven and promised by your Govern:lent and others, both to
Ethiopia and to other African countries; we do appreciate it.

Our Yieeting recognised three facts in connection
with drought in Africa. Firstly, that the primary
resPonsibility for preventing famine, and if it occurs for
dealing with it, rests with Africa itself. Secondly, that our
own resources are inadec,uate to meet either the emergency or
the medium and long term requirements of relief and future
prevention work. And thirdly, that the food shortages will be
with us until at least the 1986 harvest even if the rains are
good this year and next. The other economic and social
effects of the current drought will take even longer to
overcome.

Individual African states have already embarked
upon structural adjusts-.ent progra717,es to meet that underlying
economic crisis which weakens still further the capacity cf our
poor nations to deal with disasters of this nature. Our
:leeting had a long and serious discussion about how we could
cooperate to promote this necessary reorganisation through
greater cooperation among ourselves. Among other thincs,, we
decided that the next S'i7mit 7!.eeting would, be devoted to
ecocomic maters.

The Su=it 7.eeting also decided to establish a
Emergency Assistance Fund for Drought and Faine in

;4rica. Al7era proised ten million U.S. Dollars for this
Fund, and we have reason to hobe that a similar aeouht will be
o.ant:ihtted It was a,greed that the other natisns
,- -treoanteO at the 1:etihg will contribte whatever they can.
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