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e The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the House
Commons during the following week.

ogtgrceptlo
tion Unica- OME SECRETARY said that he was about to publish the new proposals
Bily e grception of communications which had been rendered necessary by

ent of the European Court of Human Rights in the Malone case.

zztll d to make a statement to Fhe House’of Commons that.aft?rnoon
White he propo§als §n§ announcing the simultaneous publication of a
Pub1igh The Bill giving effect to these proposals would be

debate 4 February. It was proposed that there should be.no
debate ‘#A'Whlte Paper, as it was hoped that thg Second Reading
exist] on dhe ?111 would be on 26.February. The Bill would not change
wh Ng practices, but put them in the context of a statutory framework

. ch contained increased safeguards. It would create a general offence
ications, which did not at present exist. It

ibunal to investigate complaints against misuse of
Furthermore, it would establish a Commissioner

Present C ire process., The Governmen? bad a good case to
Rivar 2 The Bll% w owevef, be extremely sensitive anq would
Services OPportunity ussion of tve York of the security
revealed'f There wgre f of thg existing system which would.be
Commsmg 1or the first t Tme Phese included thg role of the Foreign and
Commyn; alth Secretary in a sing interception of overseas

lcati

S ons, which had nd
% wou?d be pressures for -
88u88e8t10n that judges, rathey

€ warrants, Much would depe¥

Was
flo Proposed that the Committee St
°F of the House,

THE pRp

¢;\ revealed in the 1980 White Paper.

gQ% in the proposed system, for example

the Secretaries of State, should

ow the Opposition reacted., It
the Bill should be taken on the

a

the goy © MINISTER said that the Bill be difficult to handle and

Servi°VErnment would have to resist atte o undermine the security

pr €€8. It would be necessary to stan solutely firm behind the
Oposalsg, _

The Cabinet -

L. Took note. @
T <:::>
sea(.:hers.
tl‘_]_ke 3 THE
SQ in SECRE

Otlang Seriouq TARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND said that there was @\eMithy and
demang; teaChgrS' dispute in Scotland. The union concerne ;
e Ng an independent pay review and had refused to con¥

no . 3 4
effeCtgtal legotiating committee. They had adopted an extrews
constitu: Mmethod of industrial action which was targeted upon <&
nc

Stoppeq ies of Scottish Office Ministers. This had effective
education in those areas, at very little cost to the uni
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8eneral reasons for standing firm, it was most important that this new
technique of targeting Ministerial constituencies should not be seen to
\‘cceed: it could easily be extended into other disputes.

Cﬁg%%&; They vere now threatening to disrupt examinations. Quite apart from the

q%\PRIME MINISTER, summing up a brief discussion, said that i? was

‘G&M Atial to stand fast. It had been suggested that the technique of
ffting industrial action on Ministerial constituencies was a breach
.amentary privilege, although the preliminary view of the House

bes was that this was not so. It would be necessary to consider
further,

this o'
The

et -
2: <€§fzted the Lord Privy Seal, in consultation
With the Secretary of State for Scotland, to

iﬂvestigate the possibility that industrial action by

the Scottig chers involved a breach of
Parliamenta p¥ivilege.

Insol

. Ve

By THE SECRpT id that it seemed likely
th ARY OF STATE 2 E AND INDUSTRY sai

.14t the Government might a defeat in the House of Lords over the
l§sue of Crown preference lvency. It was necessary to take a
View wheth

€r any concessions or should be made.

THE PRIMg MINISTER said that tA
Indugty

th Y should consider this is%
2 h?ndllng of the Insolvency Bilk

Counci and the Chancellor of the E

AR
fﬁfRs i' THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the fromtier
mbralt h:gween Gibraltar and Spain had been opened on 5 February and that he
A& Chi hel@ talks with the Spanish Foreign Minister,-8enor Moran, and the
P'evio atle Minister of Gibraltar, Sir Joshua Hassan, e same day. The
Refereus homosphere and content of the talks had been as g could have been
mx84)nce: nosg * Senor Moran had raised the question of sov¢ ty and given .
corlclu 39th s ce that he would in due course put forward forms posals on this
thmeslons’ pasue_ The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary said 3 f9r his
th:E’tgéd restated the United Kingdom's position and h&d g it clear

Congt; 18 was firmly based in the provisions of.the Gibralws
Giby it“tlon and that there could be no change in the stg
Gibraltar.Save in accordance with the freely expressed wil
Publ? tarians, 1In his press conference after th? talks, Send
inte;Z:y acknowledged the importance of the feelirgs (as well

. D
s ts) of the people of Gibraltar. Following the exchanges“¢®r/
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racti oits 5 ;
Practical matters arising from the opening of the frontier. Both Senor

Mo . 5
C§§> wi;;“dénd.81r Joshua Hassan had conducted themselves with good sense and
<:> ignity: a bilateral discussion between them had probably exercised

he .

inul influence on Senor Moran's subsequent press conference. It
uOteYOYthy, in the context of Gibraltar's future, that there was an
raging growth of business for the commercialised Gibraltar

yafd, This would weaken the political opponents of Sir Joshua
S policies,

Slirs B N AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that it was hoped that the
T1€{sh subjects who had been held hostage in Libya would be

r
lzztrgzﬁ 0 the United Kingdom.later in tbe day, fo%lowing a §eFi?s'of
Consider“t? delays and fFustrat10n§ rgsultlng from Libyan sensitivities.
A Februaatloq had been given to bflnglng the bostéges home on i)
of adverry’ lmm ely'after their rglease, in view of thg possibility
OF o i?ble .ctlons.to the trial, now 1n progress in Manchester,
Waite b (11 yans, rchb1shc.>p of Cantez.'bury's.specml envoy, Mr Terry
minucé d?ff§owev? adAsed ega1nst ?astenlng.thelr departurg. Last
the Brit; lculties till possible and it would be advisable for
th sh Governmen sdopt a low key approach towards Libya until

fin;?ieasi of the ho éft:&\ ad taken place. The efforts of Mr.Waite in
C°10nelg adout.a change :6559 rt Qn.the part of the Libyan President,
i“Valuaan hafi, so far British hostages were 9onc?rned had-been
fundamental change in Libyan attitudes
itish community in Libya would remain

* Mr Waite, whose mi

consg : 3 ad been conducted in close
t Ultation with the British

O offer . ent, @a? meanwhilg been gu?horised
issye of - 8e§ture§ to.the Lib thorities: a str1ct1¥ limited

from whiczlsas in Tr%poll for urge ?3381?nate and.med1c§1 cases,
benefj the relatives of Libyan é?;ﬁ?lned in the United Kingdom would

Italian’ and.OHe round of bilateral at official level under
inits _auspices, In a short discussi i+ was stressed that
1tiatj

c1rcum3tves’ such as Mr Waite's missio ich might in certain
Succeeq ances be needed to supplement t diplomatic process could
only if the Government's involvement with them remained

unpub Gad
rit_11C13ed_ The publicity which had just been accorded, in the
1sh media X

Palace to the Prime Minister's private act with Lambeth
8im Over the hostage affair would make it dfffipult to mount a

Ly o e d : : : ;
county Initiative if comparable situations we ise in other

diffic:e{s where British subjects might be impris<r at risk. It was
Tepr t but necessary to impress this aspect of\Te

i : problem upon
€ntatives of the media.
THE pRyy

OT othe y MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said tit rliamentary
Telegg T public statement by the Government on the circu 4?? es of the

e ST
of the British hostages would not be necessary or ul;

f
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Zelated matters such as the position of British subjects in Libya and
C§§> he status of the Libyan People's Bureau in London could if necessary be

CONFIDENTIAL

<<::§;Vered in a Written Parliamentary Answer.

The Cabinet -

S
ciézégok note.
2

3% T
latest pd¥i
recorde

Cabinet Office

! February 19gs

TARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY reported to the Cabinet on the
on in the coal industry dispute.
separately.
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LIMITED CIRCULATION ANNEX
CC(85) S5th Conclusions, Minute 3

ursday 7 February 1985 at 10.30 am

STATE FOR ENERGY said that about 4,000 miners were
bandoned the strike by the end of the week. Deep
d movements of coal by rail had the previous week been
trike began; power station stocks had fallen by not
0 tonnes, and over 13 million tonnes were still in
. There was increasing pressure to end the

Xecut iy | 1 Uniog of Mineworkers (NUM),-whose National
PteSideni was meeti t morning, but there was no.31gn that the
POSSibilj of the NUM, carglll, was prepared to‘g1ve ground. One
but Withlty would be an.organ1sed return to work w1thout'an agreement,
Preceded ; ban on oveft1me'and a work to rule. ?he meetlng.wogld be
Collie y a discussion with leaders of the National Association of

Ty Overmen, Deputies and Shotfirers (NACODS), who were looking for
ernment in order to assist the NUM.
1d be the operation of the colliery
ational Coal Board's (NCB's)
iven the Government further
re working. There had been no
ible negotiations to end the
General Secretary of the

Much more thap
:Eo?k at power s
Tlke within the

ag::zzeprocgdure contemplated i
infOtma:F with NACODS; the NCB h
Nas publ%on on how they saw this p
Strike. 2; statement by the NCB abo
Ttades’u e NCB had, however, given
A s zlgn Congr?ss a private ind?ca what they would regard as
“egotiaiia le wording of the first item . agenda at any possible
Mr Scargi§? to end the strike, and this il was now 1n the hands of
Certain. Seis the General Secretary of the 5 Heathfield, and
er members of the NUM Executive.

THE

defii?t:E MINISTER, sum?ing up a brief digcussion, sa%d that a clear and
Dinerg reind to the strlk? seemed increasingly less llkgly; if the
oVertime burned to work without an agreement, and t mpose? an

woulq incran and ?ork to rule, the pressure to clos nomic pits
eventg ease still further. Meanwhile the Governm 1d only awailt

The Cabinet -
Took note,

C&binet offi.ce QI
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