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attached is a note, prepared g»m’.nistry of Defence, for discussion at

the Group's meeting on 2 April.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ASSISTANCE TO

. OTHER
kwww SOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS anp
2

stiC pssistance
Pl o

o 16th March 1984 to end March 1985

s Service establishments Provided

h nd/oxr messing facilitieg for police brought in from other are
£, 1 areas,
e est, from Notti. i Paces for Policemen,
: s ttin hamsluze, concerned bed s C
(o} £ 2,500 licem

g 8
nd March for 5873 bed spaces.

Lo dispute continued demand increased across the country rising t
O a peak

L) Six Army Districts were involved in this exercise

4 a total of 39 separate Army or RAF locations were used; a further 17 were

rtified for possible use and held in reserve.

), Accommodation and messing facilitjes were provided on a repayment basis and
wsts to date are approximately £3 million. The final bill is not expected to

awed £3.5 million, and should be known before the end of April.

) Due to the widespread police occupation of Service establishments during the
‘mer months a considerable amount of both Regular and TA training was rescheduled
o relocated especially in the build up to Exercise LIONHEART. A significant number
“MF and CCF Summer camps were also relocated.

Industrial action by dock workers during September meant that LSLs were e
uu i
Y embapk troops and equipment for Exercise BOLD GANNET. However only a slight
Ty,

angement of the odd sailing date was necessary to ensure the success of

3
~XEZCi5e LIONHEART

In Yovembey, the Secretary of State for Energy, we

following a request from

i?leed pai .
to ; ; q i he repair of Gas Turbine
Provide assistance to the CEGB in connection with t P
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Allegations of Service involvement

6 During the course of the dispute frequent allegations were made of Service

involvement, particularly that soldiers dressed in police uniforms hag assisted
'

on picket line duties; four completely separate incidents served to fye] croe

allegations:

a the first wave followed comments made by an NUM official at
a rally in Sunderland in early May when it was alleged that Servicemen

had been recognised on police picket line duty;

b. fresh allegations followed the Miners' rally in London in June.,
During the course of the rally an EOD (Bomb Disposal) van carrying 2
on-duty Servicemen was caught up in the traffic jams in Parliament Square;
protesting miners surrounded the van and claimed the occupants were

assisting with the policing of the rally;

(& more allegations followed in September after the circulation to

various MPs of a list claimed to be a duty roster of Servicemen for

Police picket line duties. The list, which subsequent 1y proved to be

handwritten, Provided details of Servicemen by name,

unit,

nin
02

puring April 1984 we considered the Various implicationg should Seryice

R cenbelnecessary for the movement of eal stocks by roag or rai]
515" 3
sagenta Interest
25 h
overall, the MOD dealt with some 33 questjone in the House about the miners’

9

and over 20 letters to Ministers from Mps,
sriker

as at 20th March, RAF Manston is still pProviding assistance.
t

jtachments: Annex A - Typical Deployment Map

Annex B - Chart of Bed Spaces provided
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