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KEN CLARKE, new

PAYMASTER-
GENERAL, was former-
ly  Health Minister. |

Now aged 45 he is|
seen as a rising star. |

JOHN MacGREGOR, |
new TREASURY
SECRETARY, was
formerly an Agricul-
ture Minister, He is a
former junior industry

minister, L

By TREVOR KAVANAGH, Political Editor
PREMIER Margaret Thatcher insisted last
night that her decision to dop Leon Brittan
as Home Secretary did not mean ke had been
demoted.

She said his new role as Trade and Industry Secre-
tary was a key post in the crpcial fight to CUT dole
queues and BOOST production.

“ fresh
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And she added: “ He has got very big task f
with a lot of legislation, but he lias a greal g asp .
of administration and is the best man for the job.

“ This is not a demotion — he iy stillin the same
order of Cabinet precedence.”
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NEW Home Secretary
Douglas Hurd last night
pledged himself to curb
the evil menace of
drugs,

And he plans to wage
war on the rising tide
of crime in Britain,

Mr Hurd's hard-line
approach was nurtured
when he was school
captain at Eton—where
he was known as “ Hit-
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One former pupil who
was often on the receiv-
ing end of Hitler Hurd's

swishing rod said:|; el -
" Most people beat you - L

for speocific off -

but not him,

“He caned for things

like ‘insufficient effort'

and not being keen,”
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